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Ready for Reform?
Three strikes laws, mandatory minimums, and our attitude toward drug offenses have all produced
 
unintended consequences, including an inmate population that increased 270 percent between 1987 and 2007, and a criminal justice system we are struggling to afford
 
(Pew Center on the States)
.
 
Money is rarely the purest motivator, but in this case it may be just what we need to reevaluate the current system and invoke change. The cost of the current system, human and fiscal, is far too great. 
There is no good reason that the land of the free is the world’s largest incarcerator. 
Produced by Clint Lund
) (
the
 growth of the prison population. There is some discrepancy on the affect they have on crime rates: Many recent studies indicate that swift and certain punishments do more to deter crime than lengthy sentences 
(Serwer)
.
Three Strikes; You’re Out
One occasion for meting out a mandatory sentence is upon an individual’s third or greater serious offense. 
Some States laws allow
 for a 25-year-to-life sentence for a third offense
 
(Samaha)
—
even a petty one
Three strikes laws have ended up costing the United States enormous amounts of money, and about half of the US jurisdictions that have enacted three strikes laws have experience an increase
 in crime
 (Samaha)
 
(Makin)
.
The
 impact 
of three strikes laws 
on the crime rate is questionable, but no one would argue 
they have
 impacted the US prison population and cost—as beds remain occupied with aging offenders who are serving long
 
sentences—often for minor felonies—because they struck out. 
) (
Each year, the United Sates spend
s
 upwards of $50 billion dollars maintaining the world’s largest criminal justice system
 
(Gelb)
. 
What does the largest 
correctional system look like
?
One
 in every 100 American adults is currently incarcerated
 
(Pew Center on the States)
.
One
 in every 31 American adults is under correctional control—prison, jail, probation, or parole
 
(Pew Center on the States)
.
One in 28 children has a parent in prison
 
(Rugy)
.
Do you feel safer?
)[image: ] (
How would you spend
 $50 billion?
) (
[Future Solutions Now]
) (
[Customized
Turnkey Training
Courseware]
)
 (
Now Consider this:
The inmate population in the United States is five times that of Great Britain, nine times more than Germany and 12 times more than Japan
 
(Too Many Laws, Too Many Prisoners)
.
The US contains only 5 percent of the world’s population yet houses a quarter of its incarcerated
 
(Gelb)
.  
Are 
Americans
 really so
 disproportionately lawless?
On the contrary
; a
ccording to 
The Economist
, 
a weekly publication out of London, England, “Justice is harsher in 
America [and the American criminal justice system]
puts too many people away for too long. . .[and] criminalizes acts that need not be criminalized”
 
(Too Many Laws, Too Many Prisoners)
.
)[image: ]
Four Decades of Tough and the Prison Boom
In the 1970s, justice systems throughout the Unites States started adopting tough-on-crime policies and legislation that have lead to massive expansion of the prison system (Pew Center on the States).  The War on Drugs, Mandatory  Minimum Sentencing requirements, and “Three Strikes Laws” in particular have contributed greatly to the prison population boom. Now budget deficits are finally forcing law-makers to reevaluate the disputed success of such practices.
The War on Drugs
For the past four decades the United States has been at war—not with poverty, or terror, but yet another faceless enemy— with drugs. 
As of 1999 it was estimated that 80 percent of the United States’ incarcerated population were doing time for drug and alcohol-related offenses (Gerber). Between 1980 and 2009, the adult arrest rate for drug possession or use grew 138 percent. 
If these figures were indicative of an equally proportionate decline in drug abuse and availability, we could declare that the war on drugs is an ongoing success. However, drugs are cheaper, purer, and easier to obtain than at any time in the past (Families Against Mandatory Minimums).
Mandatory Minimums
Often related to drug-crimes, mandatory minimum sentences are another policy within the US criminal justice system that has contributed to the disproportionately large prison population. 
Rising crime rates in the 1980s moved legislatures across the nation to approve laws which required a mandatory minimum sentence for crimes like drug offenses, weapons violations, and murder (Roleff)
.  Traditionally, judges can weigh all the facts of a case and use their own discretion when determining an offender’s sentence. Under mandatory minimum laws an offender can no longer count on the leniency of a judge or mitigating circumstances to result in a lesser sentence (Roleff). 
In theory, the practice sounds fair. Two people convicted of the same crime, do the same amount of time regardless of the judge that hears their case. Unfortunately, underestimated variables have produced some unintended consequences.
No one can dispute the fact the mandatory minimum sentencing practices have fueled 
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Support for Alternative Sentencing in Non-Violent Cases 
How often should it be used instead of prison?
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