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Fort Hood Terrorist Attack

	Nidal Malik Hasan was a lot of things: a medical doctor and psychiatrist; a soldier; a devout Muslim. But in my opinion, when he carried out the murder of 13 people and the attempted murder of 32 others at Fort Hood, Nidal Malik Hasan became a terrorist. His superiors at Walter Reed had reason to believe that he had been radicalized to Islamic extremism, but said nothing out of fear of appearing politically incorrect. Had the FBI been aware of his conduct at work when they were analyzing correspondence between Hasan and the violence-advocating radical Awlaki, they wouldn’t have been able to dismiss that correspondence as mere research. For Hasan, I believe it was research—research on what he could do, as an American soldier, to avenge what he perceived as wrongs against Islam by the United States Military.
	The course text book defines terrorism as “unlawful use of force or threat of violence against persons or property to intimidate or coerce a government, the civilian population, or any other segment thereof, in furtherance of political or social objectives.” I believe Hasan wanted to show the government what would happen if they didn’t allow Muslims to get out of the military as conscientious objectors. He was troubled by the military’s constant involvement in conflicts with Islamic nations, and when he learned he was going to be deployed as a soldier to one of those nations, he decided he had to pick a side and he chose that of radical Islam. 
	I do believe that Hasan’s mental state should be considered. Many mental illnesses result in an obsession with religion, which could have been the reason Hasan became radicalized. There is a possibility that trying to cure demons in returning soldiers compromised Hasan’s mental health. Also, it must have caused a lot of inner conflict to feel like a stranger in the two worlds that constituted his life. Hasan was a Muslim in the military—a population which made up less than .3% of the armed forces in 2008—and military man at the mosque. 
	I am surprised that the major media has not often used the word Terrorist (a word that to me seems overused since 9/11) to describe Hasan. I am not sure if this is an endeavor to avoid backlash toward other Islamic members of the military—which I am sure is a constant concern—or an attempt at disguising the embarrassing fact that, like was the case with the September 11th attacks, Federal agencies failed to recognize and stop a threat which resulted in loss of American life. It seems to me that we ought to call this what it certainly appears to be: a Terrorist Attack.
	Whether his crime is called an act of terror or mass murder would have little bearing on Hasan’s trial (if a trial ever takes place) at this point because, based on research I found for the term paper, the Uniform Code of Military Justice doesn’t contain a terrorist charge. Premeditated murder is as weighty as it gets. Still, I think it was Hasan’s goal to commit an act of terror, which he unfortunately accomplished, and because of him hundreds of innocent lives were changed forever. 
 

